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Title: Paying something back
Residents in Globe Town with overgrown gardens are now benefitting from a Tower Hamlets Homes-nominated Community Payback project.  Community Payback is a scheme where people are sentenced by the courts to do between 40 and 300 hours of community work, instead of going to prison. 
Residents’ gardens in Massingham Street and Portelet Road in Globe Town had become severely overgrown, with many becoming totally inaccessible.  Tower Hamlets Homes wanted to help vulnerable residents who were finding tending their gardens difficult, so nominated the gardens to be included in the Community Payback project.  
The team of eight participants cut back the overgrown plants, trees and ivy, clear rubble, rubbish and weeds to bring the gardens back into use. Some are experienced gardeners, whereas others have no experience, but they all are repaying their crimes by working in the community, helping them maintain their family life and keep their jobs.  One thing is clear - with the Community Payback participants working on the gardens, caretakers are able to concentrate on more pressing issues, such as keeping the internal communal areas to the high standard residents expect.
Barbara Brownlee, Director of Housing and Customer Services, said, “I think it is really working well.  Local people can see that they are repaying the community for the crimes they have committed, and directly benefit from this work.  As long as participants turn up and put in the work, they keep out of prison.  It’s a win-win situation.”  
Tower Hamlets Homes is currently looking for other projects where the Community Payback scheme could benefit other residents – if you have any ideas, please call 020 7364 5015.  
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Notes to editor:

1. Tower Hamlets Homes (THH) is an arm’s-length management organisation (ALMO) managing approximately 22,000 tenants and leasehold properties on behalf of Tower Hamlets council. www.towerhamletshomes.org.uk
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