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Press release
Date: 26 July 2012

Title: Residents back waste pilot in bid to increase recycling on estates
Caretakers have managed to fill a whopping 490 pink recycling bags in 6 weeks, highlighting the amount of recyclable waste dropped by passers by on Tower Hamlets Homes estates. 

Tower Hamlets Homes Residents Service Improvement Group for Environmental Services was asked to choose a project that would lead to a big increase in waste recycling from council estates. 
Chair of the Service Improvement Group and local resident Margaret Cox said, “We picked the waste project to show just how much litter is discarded everyday on our estates and how much more could be recycled.”
Stephen Lambourne (pictured far left) and Tom Larkin (pictured far right), both Team Leaders, worked with their caretaking teams to separate recyclable items such as newspapers, drink cans, and cardboard from the general waste as part of their daily litter picking duties. Now instead of the litter going into landfill all the waste will be recycled.
The recycling pilot took place in Dorset, Newling, Gascoigne, Boundary and Virginia Estates in Bethnal Green and Ocean Estate in Stepney, during May, June and July.
“The pilot has been so successful, we are now looking at the possibility of rolling it out to all our 27 Neighbourhoods later this year,” said Clare Matheson, Environmental Services Contracts Manager.
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Stephen Lambourne- Caretaking Team Leader, Clare Matheson- Environmental Services Contracts Manager, Lidia Jachimska- Caretaker, David Ali- Caretaker, Thomas Larkin- Caretaking Team Leader.
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