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Title: Bling my hood

Young people in Tower Hamlets have been working hard to improve the areas where they live.  All too often, young people are seen as the cause of anti-social behaviour and blamed for problems on estates, so during half term, people aged 14-21 spent time ‘blinging’ their neighbourhood, to show that not all young people cause anti-social behaviour.

The Tower Hamlets Homes Youth Panel, made up of involved young people who live in properties managed by Tower Hamlets Homes, wanted to find a way to engage young people and reduce anti-social behaviour.  They held a series of workshops with their peers, and found that people were feeling disconnected with where they live.   

To help young people feel ownership of the area they live in, the Youth Panel set up “Bling my Hood” – a project to improve local neighbourhoods by painting and planting to encourage young people to take pride in their area and feel involved in the local community.  

In the first “Bling my Hood” event, over 25 young people came along to the Sidney estate in Stepney to re-paint play area equipment and do some planting to make play area garden more attractive.  They spent some time sanding, painting, weeding and planting, giving something back to their local community.  Those involved felt the day would encourage them to look after the area and reduce vandalism and ASB.
Nadim Haque was one of the participants on the day. “I came along as I wanted to help make the area where I live nicer for everyone.  Hopefully it will make people who might cause anti-social behaviour think twice about doing it again.”

Cllr Rabina Khan, Lead Member for Housing, said, “It’s great to see so many young people engaging with their local area. I hope that this will show people that not all young people cause ASB.”
Gavin Cansfield, Chief Executive of Tower Hamlets Homes said, “We want to reduce anti-social behaviour and this project is a great step in the right direction. We are keen to continue to work with young people and have similar projects in other areas.”
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Notes to editor:

1. Tower Hamlets Homes (THH) is an arm’s-length management organisation (ALMO) managing approximately 22,000 tenants and leasehold properties on behalf of Tower Hamlets council. www.towerhamletshomes.org.uk
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