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Almost 500 young people came along to an event to find out about the apprenticeships being offered by Tower Hamlets Homes and its repairs contractor, Mears.  Young people aged 16-24 were able to apply for 15 apprenticeships, if they live in Tower Hamlets.  
Held at York Hall in Bethnal Green last Thursday, the event was for young people interested in applying to find out more about the types of apprenticeships available.   The event was so popular that a large queue had formed before the doors even opened at 10am.  And when the deadline for applications ended on 3 October, over 700 applications had been received.
Tower Hamlets Homes and Mears staff, including young staff and existing apprentices, were on hand to answer any questions about what it’s like to work at the two organisations,  and to hand out information packs.
The apprenticeships included positions in customer service, business administration and caretaking at Tower Hamlets Homes, and electrics, plumbing, carpentry or multi-skills, as well as customer service and business administration at Mears.  

The 15 successful applicants will be offered support throughout their apprenticeship, including mentoring and paying to learn to drive, as well as receiving a grant towards work clothes.  

Gavin Cansfield, Chief Executive of Tower Hamlets Homes said, “Tower Hamlets Homes wants to help as many young people find employment as possible, and is looking at additional opportunities and partnerships to help young people.”
Mayor of Tower Hamlets, Lutfur Rahman added, “Tackling unemployment and helping people into work is a priority for me and the Tower Hamlets Homes apprenticeship scheme provides young people with a stepping stone into the world of work. " 
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Notes to editor:

1. Tower Hamlets Homes (THH) is an arm’s-length management organisation (ALMO) managing approximately 22,000 tenants and leasehold properties on behalf of Tower Hamlets council. www.towerhamletshomes.org.uk
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