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Barclays Cycle Hire Scheme launches in Tower Hamlets
Tower Hamlets residents, workers and visitors can now access hire bikes across the whole borough thanks to the launch of the second phase of the Barclays Cycle Hire Scheme.
Officially launched by the Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, at Roman Road Market, the eastward extension sees an additional 2,700 docking points across 110 cycle hire stations. 

The docking stations are located in local, more convenient areas, giving greater accessibility to residents and providing everybody with the opportunity to cycle. 

Gavin Cansfield, Chief Executive of Tower Hamlets Homes, said: “We are very pleased to have docking stations located so close to the homes we manage so Tower Hamlets Homes' residents can use them. The cycle hire scheme is a great way of connecting people in the borough and opening up access to resources such as parks and open spaces. This is a borough designed for short journeys making the cycles an excellent transport option.”

The cycle hire scheme offers a great alternative form of transport in the borough and with short trips of 30 minutes being free it is the economical and healthy choice for local trips. Areas covered by the extension include Bethnal Green, Bow, Canary Wharf, Mile End and Poplar.

The expansion represents a significant investment from Transport for London of approximately £40m.  Tower Hamlets Council has invested £2m in scheme.
Social Housing providers across the borough have been particularly keen to integrate the project into their estates to realise the benefits of access to cycles for health and ease of mobility.  This localising of the scheme is what makes the extension quite different from the Central London Scheme, which focuses on transport for commuters and visitors.

The council offers free adult cycle training and cycle buddying to anyone who works, studies or lives in Tower Hamlets. Training sessions can also take place using Barclays Cycle Hire bikes at docking stations in the Borough.  Family cycle training lessons are also available. 


For further information on these schemes you can contact Ashraf Ali, Team Leader Better Networks on 0207 364 6793 or visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/cycling. 


To find out more about costs and hiring a bike visit www.tfl.gov.uk 

